
SSTTAARRCCHHAARRTT  DDAATTAABBAANNKK  
 

Editor of STARCHART: 
Bob Jones 
 
This editions contributors: 
Wally Boon 
Wade France 
Bob Jones 
Amy-Fiona Kavanagh 
Tim Lowther 
Matt Oram 
John Salter 
Justin Telford 
Mandy Tune 
Suzanne Upham 
 
 
Future articles/comments 
should be sent to: 
 
 
 
 
 
Web Site address: 
www.rafsta.com 
 

Honorary Members 
Denotes that these people have been 
approached by a member of the RAFSTA 
and have filled out an application form. 
 
Majel Barrett 
Todd Bryant 
William Campbell 
Michael Collins 
Denise Crosby 
Robin Curtis 
John Delancie 
Robert Duncan McNeill 
Lolita Fatjo 
Louise Fletcher 
Max Grondenchik 
Walter Koenig 
Eric Menyuk 
Nichelle Nichols 
Ethan Phillips 
Robert Picardo 
Tim Russ 
Dwight Schultz 
Carolyn Seymour 
Alexander Siddig 
Eric Stillwell 
George Takei 
Nana Visitor 
 
 
Active Honorary Members 
Persons that receive club correspondence 
and in return contribute to the RAFSTA.  
Their membership is reviewed annually. 
 
Mike Collins 
Michael Sheard 
Jim Swallow 
Simon Todd 
 
 
Endorsements 
Denotes a person has heard of the 
RAFSTA and has given us their blessing, 
though they have never been interviewed 
or filled out an application form. 
 
Armin Shimmerman 
Avery Brooks 
Patrick Stewart 
 
 
 
 

CONTENTS: 
 
Association News 
Hope& Homes Letter 
News Frontiers 
The Year of The Matrix! 
DVD Reviews 
Mission Reports 
HG Wells Article 
Babylon Five 
Birds of Prey 
Quiz 
Short Stories 
Quiz Answers 
The Padre Boldly Goes…. 
RAFSTA Website Update 
 

This publication is Copyright of the Royal Air Force Sci-Fi and Trek Association.  All rights reserved.  No attempt is made, in 
any way, to supersede any rights held by any other copyright holders.   Any person wishing to reproduce any material contained 
within this magazine should first obtain written permission from the Editor.    

 



Stardate: 2030302.7  ASSOCIATION NEWS 
 
The content of the STARCHART is varied and interesting.  Thanks for the contributions – keep them 
coming.  The plans for Seven of ? are going well.  We’ve had a great response for attendees at the weekend; 
I just hope that there are some military members left in the country!  Ian Rennie is looking to arrange a get 
together at Pages Bar – details below. 
 
After the Association News is the letter of thanks received from Hope and Homes For Children for the 
charity donation the RAFSTA has sent them.  Also a little something that was in one of our Station 
magazines written by the Padre.  He is away in the Gulf but I’m sure he won’t mind me copying it in to 
STARCHART. 
 
Also enclosed is another application form to Seven of ?.  If you have already responded then thanks, if you 
haven’t here is another chance. 
 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE     A large number of the membership is due renewal on 1 Apr as this 
is one of the two annual renewal dates.  I am pleased that many of you have renewed your memberships on 
the first time of asking which means I do not have to send out too many Final Reminders.  I am realistic in 
expecting a number of you to not renew for whatever reason you decide.  However, if this were not the case 
it would be great for the club and hopefully you.  As a number of you received your initial membership for 
free, this would be a great opportunity to return something to the RAFSTA and stay on for another year.  If 
you are one on the members that has received a Final Reminder please accept this as an invite to remain in 
the RAFSTA.  Final Reminders do not get sent to everybody! 
 
PAGES BAR MEETING     Ian Rennie is looking to arrange a meet at Pages Bar on the 5th or 12th April.  
Get in touch with Ian if you are interested.  His contact details are as follows: 40 Waterside Close, Barking, 
Essex, IG11 9EQ. Tel: 0208 5903974.  Email: veraxmus@hotmail.com  
 
THIS YEARS MEET/AGM – SEVEN of ?, 27 – 29 JUNE 2003     Seven of ? is this year’s weekend to be 
held at the Penguin Club, RAF St Mawgan, Newquay, Cornwall.  Dates are 27 – 29 June 2003.  The format 
will be pretty similar to other years – no surprise there then.  However, there will not be an Away Team 
Mission.  Instead we (we hopefully means most people) will be going to the beach for the afternoon and 
chilling out with a few beers and games!! 
The Bar - The Penguin Club is well suited for our needs and has a well-stocked, cheap bar.  The only draw 
back is size.  Any more than forty people will be rather cosy so book early.  When the bar is not open we will 
have our own stocks. 
Entertainment – Friday night will be interesting!  A local band will entertain us on Saturday evening with a 
range of music: Rock, Motown, Britpop, Rock ‘n’ Roll.  Dressing up is encouraged on the Saturday evening 
and nothing less than smart, uniform or fancy dress will be acceptable.   
Accommodation - Accommodation, at the moment is quite comfy i.e. beds, showers, toilets and solid walls 
with a roof. 
Cost – Will not be more than £20.  The cost, at the moment, will cover food Friday and Saturday evening, 
breakfast Saturday and Sunday, Sunday lunch, accommodation and the band.  I think this represents 
excellent value for money with maybe more for your money as time goes on.  Negotiations are still taking 
place. 
Guest – Yes please!!!  Unfortunately, a guest may not be available due to the location and anticipated high 
costs involved.  However, if anybody has a suitable contact let me know and negotiations can commence. 
Travel Arrangements 
Car – St Mawgan is easy to get to, it’s just a bit of a journey.  Just follow the M5 South until it becomes the 
A30 at Exeter.  After 70 miles or so follow the RAF St Mawgan signs.  
Fly - Ryanair fly from Stansted for a very reasonable price.  Take a look online at ryanair.com 
Train – If possible avoid using the train as collection from the nearest suitable mainline Station is not easy.  
Not impossible, just not easy.  However, if you were to accept a longer journey and arrive at Newquay 
Station, which is a local line, then something could be arranged.  Best bet is meet up with others and share a 
car. 
Start planning for a fabulous weekend at the holiday destination of Cornwall – great fun guaranteed.   
 



Members Intentions Re Attendance at SEVEN OF ? (from replies received so far): 
Attending 
Wally Boon  
Emma Boon 
Matt Oram 
Mandy Tune 
Fran Kane 
Debbie Jones 

Bob Jones 
Robert Jones 
Justin Telford 
Simon Viles 
Tony Hynes 
Rick Williams 

Carole Williams 
Samantha Williams 
Gaz McCarroll 
Ady Bond 
Nita Egner 
Amy Kavangah 

Elaine Chaytor 
Rob Davies 
Paul C-Stevens 
Angela C-Stevens 
Simon Todd 
Ian Rennie 

 
Hope To Attend 
Steve Buet  
Bob Boothman  
Ian Dobson  
Tim Lowther  
Eamonn Keating  
Dave Robertson 

Not Attending 
Suzanne Upham 
Hayley Upham 
June Cain 
Val Evans 
Kev Soare 
 

 
MAGAZINE INPUT     Please continue to provide input to this magazine.  Remember we cover all things 
sci-fi so no matter your interest your input will make a valuable contribution to the club and especially the 
magazines.  You can write about anything to do with sci-fi.  Your input is a valuable resource.  I know many 
of you have something to say so just type it up and send it me.  The next STARCHART will be out in March.  
If you intend to put together a large article please get in touch to ensure that nobody else is doing the same. 
 
SHIPS LOGS     Entries for the next AD ASTRA are to be with me at the new address below or email 
by 2030501.4 (1 May 03) and please keep to a maximum of 7 sides.   Addresses of the various Captains 
are: 
SMART 
Ian Dobson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deputy i/c SMART 
Anne Jones 
 

DIRAC 
Fran Kane 
 

GELL-MANN 
Elaine Chaytor 
 
 
 
 
 

HORIZON 
Wade France 
 

RODDENBERRY 
Scott Mitchell 
 

Nil input from any ship captain/command position will be read as an indication that they wish to 
resign their current status and this may be put into effect in the next AD ASTRA. 
 
 
 
Address for all things RAFSTA: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert C Jones 
Chief of Starfleet Operations 

RAFSTA Website: www.rafsta.com 



A family and a future for young victims of war or disaster 

East Clyffe, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP3 4LZ 
Tel: 01 722 7901 1 1 Fax: 01 722 790024 

f oP c~k lPen email: hhc@hopeandhomes.org 
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23 January 2003 

Flt Lt R Jones 
Sci-fi & Trek Association 
SNAVO 
Wing Operations Centre 
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Newquay 
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I am writing on behalf of Mark and Caroline, who are away at the moment, to thank the members of 
RAF SCI-FI and TREK Association for their wonderful gift of £1 134.85, which I shall tell them 
about when they return. I know how very grateful they will be. You must have had two marvellous 
'party' weekends as this really is a magnificent amount from your club, which as you have told us 
in the past, was quite small. We are so appreciative of all contributions to help us try and provide 
for a world where every child is loved. Please pass on our thanks to all those who helped raise this 
amazing amount. 

Mark and Caroline have gone to South Africa to visit our four pilot projects there helping children 
who have been orphaned by HIVIAIDS. Our aim is to enable these children to stay together as a 
family in their own home and to go to school without having to resort to prostitution, crime or 
begging, just to survive. There are many families who are headed either by teenage children or 
elderly grandparents and they desperately need our help. 

- If you have not already requested a ticket, please do come to one of our International Conferences 
in February. All our Country Directors will be there, giving a fascinating insight into their projects 
and giving a very personal account of how, with your help, we are changing children's lives. The 
event has been designed specially for our supporters as a way of saying 'thank you' and we would 
be delighted to see you there. We have included information about these events in case you do not 
have it. 

We have noted your name change and amended our records accordingly. 

May we wish you a very happy and peaceful 2003. 

&ie Charlesworth 
Secretary to Caroline Cook 

PATRONS - The Rt.Hon.Lord Ashdown of Norton-sub-Hamdon KBE; Martin Bell OBE, The Rt. Hon. The Lord Carrlngton KG, CH. GCMG, MC; 
The Lady Jopllng;,Sara Jones CBE; H E Rt. Hon. Donald C McKinnon; Michael Nicholson OBE; Dame Barbara Shenfield DEE; 
The Bishop of Sal~sbury, The Rt. Revd. Dr. Dav~d Stanclime, Princess Marina Sturdza; Sam Taylor Wood; General Slr John Wilsey GCB, CBE, DL. 
TRUSTEES - Mlchael Milan (Chairman); Matthew Bell. Timothy Bigden. Felicity Craven, Leslie Little, Michael Stewart. Slr Richard Storey Bt CBE DL. Dr. Celia Petty 
DIRECTORS - Colonel Mark C w k  OBE. Caroline Cook, James Whitlng. Nell Montgomery, Helen Harper. 

Rql.t.md ChmW Mo 108l4M 
A Canwny UrnW by Gumrnntw and R.g#.lsnd In England mnd Waln.  C a p m  )(o. 4193179 



NEWS FRONTIERS 
 

COLUMBIA DISASTER  
 

 
On Saturday, February 1, 2003, the Space Shuttle Columbia broke apart while re-entering the Earth's 
atmosphere.  The disaster occurred sixteen minutes before scheduled touchdown at Cape Canaveral while the 
shuttle was travelling 200,000 feet above Texas at a speed of 12,000 miles/hour.  There were no survivors. 
There was a sixty-degree spike in temperature shortly before the shuttle was destroyed.  Debris from the 
shuttle fell over several states, beginning in Palestine, Texas and Nacogdoches, Texas.  Obituaries for the 
crew appear below. 
 
Obituaries  
 
Columbia (April 12, 1981) was the first orbiting shuttle in the American shuttle 
fleet. On its first launch, it  was commanded by veteran astronauts Commander 
John Young and Pilot Robert Crippen. The first mission lasted 2 days, 6 hours, 20 
minutes and 53 seconds beginning at 6:00 AM. The final 16-day mission which 
ended on Saturday, February 1 was the 113th overall shuttle mission and the 28th 
mission for the Columbia. Columbia had flown more missions than any other 
shuttle. In 1999, it underwent a major overhaul and NASA considered retiring the 
shuttle in 2001.  

 
Rick Husband (b.1958) served as Commander for the final flight 
of the Columbia. It was his second flight into space. His first flight 
occurred in 1999 on board the Discovery. Husband joined the air 
force upon graduating from Texas Tech in 1980 and became a test 
pilot and demonstration pilot.  

 
William McCool (b.1963) was the pilot of the Columbia. A U.S. Navy commander, it was  
his first flight into space. McCool graduated second in his class of more than 1,000 at the 
U.S. Naval Academy in 1983 and went on the achieve degrees in computer science and 
aeronautical engineering. He worked as a test pilot and served on board the U.S.S. Coral 
Sea and the U.S.S. Enterprise.  

 
Michael Anderson (b.1961) was the payload commander on board the Columbia. A 
lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force, Anderson was aboard the shuttle in 1998 during a docking 
mission with the Mir space station. His job aboard the Columbia was to coordinate all the 
science missions. Anderson was an African-American physicist.  
 
 

Kalpana Chawla (b.1961) was born in Karnal, India and moved to the United States 
after earning a degree  at Punjab Engineering College in 1982. In the US, she earned a 
Masters and Doctorate in aerospace engineering. When Chawla joined NASA in 1994, 
she was the first India-born woman to join the program and became the first Indian 
woman in space on her first shuttle flight in 1997. She was seen as a hero in India, which 
is planning to launch a satellite into lunar orbit before the end of the decade. Serving as a 
mission specialist on the Columbia, she was responsible for maneuvering the shuttle's 
robotic arm.  



 
 

David Brown (b.1957) was a mission specialist on the Columbia. An aviator and flight 
surgeon, he was making his first flight into space aboard the shuttle. Previously, Brown 
working in the circus and was able to ride a 7 foot tall unicycle. He received medical 
training at Eastern Virginia Medical School and the Medical University of South Carolina 
before enlisting in the Navy in 1984. He joined NASA in 1996.  
 

Laurel Clark (b.1962) was a mission specialist making her first flight into space. Born in 
Iowa and raised in Racine, Wisconsin, Clark was both a medical doctor and a commander 
in the U.S. Navy. In addition to a medical degree, she also held a degree in zoology.  

 
Ilan Ramon (b.1956) was a payload specialist and Israel's first astronaut. Ramon, whose 
mother was a concentration camp survivor and father was a resistance fighter, served in 
both the Yom Kippur War in 1973 and the Lebanon War in 1982. In 1981, he piloted the 
Israeli mission that destroyed a nuclear plant in Iraq. Just as India took great pleasure in 
having Kalpana Chawla, Israel stood behind Ilan Ramon. As part of his personal effects, he 
carried a drawing of the universe made by an 8-year old Holocaust victim and a Torah that 

survived the Holocaust.  
 
 
Pioneer 10 1972-2003  
The Pioneer 10 spacecraft, initially launched on May 2, 1972 and slated to operate for 21 months is believed 
to have finally ceased operations, nearly 31 years after its launch. Pioneer 10 was the first man-made object 
to pass through the asteroid belt and obtain close up photographs of Jupiter. In 1983, it became the first 
man-made object to pass beyond the orbit of Pluto. Officially retired in 1997, the probe continued to transmit 
telemetry until April 27, 2002. It most recent signal was picked up on January 22 by JPL's Deep Space 
Networks. Subsequent attempts to retrieve a signal have failed. 
 
 

 Star Trek Deep Space Nine Boxset Series 1 

 
DVD Release Date: 24 March, 2003 
 
Special Features: 
Deep Space Nine: A Bold New Beginning. 
Crew Dossier: Kira Nerys.  
Michael Westmore's Aliens: Season 1  
Secrets of Quark's Bar.  
Alien Artifacts: Season 1.  
Deep Space Nine: Sketchbook.  
Deep Space Nine: Chronicles.  
Section 31: Hidden files and photo gallery. 
Interactive menu. 
Scene access. 
 
A DS9 collection that comes in a great 
presentation package.  All seven series 
will be released this year.  A must have 

set of DVDs that are also DD5.1 
 
 
New Trek Game Coming 
TDK Mediactive announced that it will release Star Trek Shattered Universe, a video game set in the mirror 
universe of the original series, for the PlayStation 2 console system in the summer.StarSphere developed the 
title, which is described as a dark and edgy, high-energy space combat action game. 
 
Gamers will find themselves having to adapt to the new reality, in which the Federation is an evil and 
relentless foe. The game takes place shortly after the events of the film Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered 
Country and centers on the U.S.S. Excelsior, under the command of Capt. Sulu, which finds itself trapped in 
the mirror universe. 



 
Buffy-less Buffy  
Actress Sarah Michelle Geller has confirmed long-standing rumors that the current season will be her last in 
the role of Buffy on "Buffy the Vampire Slayer." Although UPN has not made any decisions concerning the 
fate of the show, many believe that this will be the final season, although a second spin-off may eventually 
appear. The current show "Angel" in a spin-off of "Buffy the Vampire Slayer" and WB Entertainment 
President Jordan Levin says he is hopeful, but not certain, the show will return next season.  
 
BAFTA Awards Presented  
"The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers" received two BAFTA (British Academy of Film and Television Arts) 
Awards, repeating the success of the first film in the trilogy. "The Two Towers" won in the costume design 
and special visual effects categories. In addition, it was voted Orange Film of the year, an non-BAFTA award 
voted by the public and presented at the BAFTAs based on the a listing of the top ten grossing movies of the 
year. Other genre nominees "Spider-Man" and "Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets" were shut out 
 
To The Batmobile, Robin  
Adam West and Burt Ward have agreed to play themselves in a made-for-TV movie "Return to the Batcave: 
The Misadventures of Adam and Burt." In the film, the two actors will try to locate a batmobile stolen from an 
auto museum. Flashbacks will look at the history of the television series. Jack Brewer will play a young Adam 
West/Batman and Jason Marsden will portray a young Burt Ward/Robin. Julie Newmar is also scheduled to 
appear. 
 

Thunderbirds Still Go? 
The latest news about the Thunderbirds live action film is starting to get a little confused but what now seems 
clear is that all attempts at making an action adventure movie have been abandoned in favour of something 
aimed at a younger audience – one suggestions claims that 10-year-olds are the intended target, hence 
having Alan played by 14-year-old Brady Corbet.  

 
The plot appears to centre on The Hood’s attempt to steal 
the secrets of International Rescue by sending Jeff and the 
boys off on a bogus mission - rumoured to be an assault on 
Thunderbird 5 - which leaves Tracy Island open to attack. 
However, The Hood has overlooked one thing, Alan (and 
perhaps an equally young Tin Tin) are still on the island.  
 
One on-line synopsis reads: Set in the year 2065, this is the 
story of ex-astronaut and USAF Colonel Jeff Tracy and his 
five sons who form a rescue team called International 
Rescue (nicknamed "The Thunderbirds") that uses a fleet of 
vehicles, from rockets to boats, to race into action 
whenever their unique services are required. Helping the 
Tracys are Brains, a technological genius; Jeff's assistant 

Kyrano and his daughter Tin-Tin; the lovely Lady Penelope and her driver, Parker. In this adventure, Tracy 
Island is attacked by an evil mastermind, Aristotle Spode, AKA The Hood, who wants to use the International 
Rescue vehicles to commit acts of crime. The emphasis of the story will be on Alan, the youngest of the clan 
at 12, who will have to rescue his father and brothers from Spode's villainous clutches.  
 
Oscar-winning actor Sir Ben Kingsley has been cast as the 
Hood, Scott will be played by Philip Winchester, Virgil will be 
played by Dominic Colenso, Gordon will be played by Ben 
Torgenson and John will be played by Lex Shrapnel. Twenty 
two year-old British actress Sophia Myles will play Lady 
Penelope while Ron Cook has been lined up as Parker. The 
highly capable American actor Bill Paxton - Apollo 13, Twister, 
Titanic and A Simple Plan - has been signed up to play Jeff 
Tracy.  
 
Perhaps sensing that the production has ‘Turkey’ written all 
over it German-owned Rolls-Royce has refused to let its brand 
be associated with the film. As a result, FAB1, Lady 
Penelope's famous pink car, will now be a Renault. And in 
another blow, the score for the production is being written and 
arranged by Loran Alan Davies so wave goodbye to the 



excellent music by Barry Gray.  
 
Meanwhile, Gerry Anderson has still heard no word from Working Title about its movie despite working 
almost next door to the company - both Anderson and Working Title are currently based at Pinewood 
Studios. "I'm not going to ask anyone for any favours. All Working Title have to do is negotiate with me. I do 
not know why I have not been asked to help. It was my number one ambition to make a big movie [of 
Thunderbirds]. At the moment I won't be involved. I am not going to lower myself by approaching them."  
 
Anderson is understandably angry about this apparent snub and as a result he has definitely ruled out going 
to the film’s premier. "If I'm not involved, then I'm not. Going to the premiere would be very embarrassing." 
 
However, you can’t help feeling that Anderson wouldn’t want his name on the project if he’d seen the 
vandalism Working Title is inflicting on his most popular show. 
 
 
Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines 
Release date August 1st 
Director: Jonathan Mostow & Simon Crane 
Starring: Arnold Schwarzenegger (The Terminator/T-101), Nick 
Stahl (John Connor), Kristanna Loken (T-X), Claire Danes (Kate), 
Mark Famiglietti (Scott Peterson), Alana Curry (Bill's Girlfriend), 
Timothy Dowling (Stevens) 
 
A decade has passed since John Connor helped Judgement Day 
and save mankind from mass destruction from the Terminator. 
Now, 25, Connor lives "off the grid"--no home, no credit cards, no cell phone and no job.  Connor has no 
record of his existence.  There is no way he can be traced by Skynet--the highly developed network of 
machines that once tried to kill him and wage war on humanity.  Until, out of the shadows of the future steps 
the T-X, Skynet's most sophisticated cyborg killing machine yet. Sent back through time to complete the job 
left unfinished by her predecessor, the T-1000, the determined T-X is a machine that is as relentless, as is 
her human guise beautiful.  Now Connor's only hope for survival is to annex with the Terminator, T-101, his 
mysterious former assassin.  Together they must triumph over the technologically superior T-X and forestall 
the looming threat of Judgement Day--or face the apocalypse and the fall of civilization as we know it.  
 

Edward Furlong's character, destined leader John 
Conner, the target in Terminator 2: Judgment Day, who 
now runs a computer programming company hacks into 
Cyberdyne Systems' and discovers a top-secret 
operation "Skynet." Soon after, a pair of terminators are 
sent from the future: the T-800 (Arnold Schwarzenegger 
for $30 million pay deal) is to protect him from the T1-G, 
which is nearly impossible to destroy. 
 
Following the rewrite Terminator 3: Rise of the 
Machines will remain true to the original script that had 
T-800 model fighting off an indestructible female who is 
said to be able to change shapes and disappear 

altogether.  Kristanna Loken has won the role of the Terminatrix - the female terminator beating out a lot of 
contenders. Kristanna co-starred in the Mortal Kombat series and has a recurring role in Philly.   
 
The future setting means we can expect Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines to have a lot of battle scenes 
with Skynet robots facing humans and lots of CGI effects - we seen this before - and so we will all be expect 
a gripping story line as well. 

 
Lock and Reloaded 

 
The Year of The Matrix! 

 
The actors file into a small building at Sydney's Fox Studios. There is Keanu Reeves, who plays computer 
hacker turned saviour of humanity Neo; Carrie-Anne Moss, better known as the black leather-clad Trinity; 
Laurence Fishburne, the Zen-like rebel leader Morpheus; and Hugo Weaving, who plays the relentless Agent 

 



Smith. 
 
For close on 200 days they have been filming the two sequels to sci-fi blockbuster The Matrix in the giant 
soundstages across the road. Now it is time to talk, but it is bear-like Hollywood producer Joel Silver who 

provides the colour. 
 
Never one for understatement, Silver declares that the 
visual effects in The Matrix Reloaded and The Matrix 
Revolutions were so time-consuming and expensive 
that they will never be repeated. "I really think that the 
bar has been raised so high that there is no more bar," 
he says.  The two films will have cost more than 
$US300 million ($508 million) to make, initially with 
a shoot on a specially constructed three-kilometre 
freeway in California, before shifting continents to 
Sydney, then back to California for another miniatures 
shoot.  So, the hype has begun. And it will be going 
full-blast by the time Reloaded reaches screens in 
May, followed by Revolutions in November. 

 
The success of the original Matrix in 1999 makes selling the sequels relatively easy. The first teaser trailer, 
which appeared last year, was downloaded from the net more than two million times within 72 hours. The 
promotional campaign took a giant Neo-style leap forward recently when Newsweek declared "The Year of 
The Matrix" on its cover.  
 
There was another mighty step when a high-energy commercial aired during the top-rating Superbowl 
telecast in the US. It showed Reeves fighting a small army of replica Agent Smiths, more of the gravity-
defying fight scenes that were a trademark of the original, a furious motorcycle chase along a freeway, an 
agent crushing a car and Neo soaring over a city. In a hauntingly topical statement, a sombre Morpheus 
declared: "This is a war and we are soldiers." 
 
Just released on the net is the first of nine animated shorts devised by The Matrix writers Andy and Larry 
Wachowski, called The Animatrix. The rest are due for release either online or on DVD by mid-year. 
Together, they sketch a Matrix back story, including the machines' rise to power and the enslavement of the 
human race.  One of these films, the nine-minute The Final Flight of the Osiris, will screen with the 
worldwide release in March of director Lawrence Kasdan's supernatural thriller Dreamcatcher. So, as well as 
revolutionising visual effects and redefining the action film, the Wachowskis are pioneering the return of the 
short before the main feature in cinemas.  Inevitably, there is also a video game, Enter the Matrix, due at the 
same time as the first sequel. And a tricked-out Samsung mobile phone, just like the one Neo and his cohorts 
will use, is heading to stores. 
 
To appreciate why the hype is building, you have to go back to where it began. Shot in Sydney by the 
Wachowskis, who had previously only made the thriller Bound, The Matrix became an unexpected 
international blockbuster. It was set in a dark, atmospheric future run by machines that enslave humans to 
extract the energy produced by their bodies. After meeting an all-knowing oracle, Neo becomes The One 
who can save humanity.  It quickly became a classic sci-fi film, up there with 2001: A Space Odyssey, 
Bladerunner, Alien and Star Wars. 
 
Costing about $US65 million to produce, the film took $US458 million in cinemas around the world. It won 
four Academy Awards: for editing, sound-effects editing, visual effects and sound, which brought golden 
statuettes for Australians Steve Courtley and David Lee. 
 
Even non-science fiction fans appreciated the engaging story, philosophical reflections, action-film pace, 
cool style and groundbreaking special effects that included 360-degree multi-camera action shots. Imitations 
of Reeves dodging slow-moving bullets quickly became a staple of commercials and Hollywood comedies, 
including Shrek and Charlie's Angels.  Although some critics faulted its plot and structure, The Matrix was a 
successful Hollywood stew that drew on Eastern philosophy, kung fu films, the Bible, comic books, Alice in 



Wonderland and Japanese animation. The film had another hugely successful life on DVD, where its layers 
and visual effects could be appreciated. It is said to have sold 25 million videos and DVDs. 
 
Even its biggest fans might not have seen the 1995 Japanese animated film Ghost in the Shell, which features 
a cyborg with a jack in the back of its head, streaming code, bodies transferring down telephone lines, virtual 
memories and experiences, kung fu fights and black helicopters hovering in a futuristic urban landscape. 
 
However much they drew on this film, the two little-known brothers from Chicago created a cinematic 
universe with its own integrity in The Matrix. In the second and third instalments, they are expected to take 
us into Zion - the last remaining haven for humans - then to a showdown between Neo and the forces of evil. 
 
After endless speculation and fake scripts written by fans on the net, Reeves at the Sydney press conference 
gave one of the first glimpses of what happens to his character.  As fans of the Star Wars series can attest, the 
challenge is maintaining the storytelling without being dazzled by the technological possibilities for new 

visual effects. 
 
Reloaded reputedly begins with the machines having 
learned the location of Zion near the Earth's core. 
They plan to tunnel down and use thousands of 
sentinels (kamikaze squid-like creatures) to 
obliterate the city. Revealing more of the plot than 
some cinemagoers will want, Newsweek said the 
humans' only hope is to track down a tiny character 
called The Keymaker, who has access to all the 
doors into the machine world. He is being guarded 
by The Twins, albinos with dreadlocks who can 
vanish and reappear like ghosts. 
 
In the absence of comment from the Wachowskis - 

they apparently have a contract that excuses them from doing any publicity for their films - Silver insists the 
sequels will be more than just escapist action. 
 
"It's so weird to say this, but it's a treatise on our times and where we're going and how to not go there. It's 
about global warming and the Catholic Church. It's about all that stuff that's going on in our lives that we 
can't really grab on to." 
 
Maybe so, but the build-up is, at least, now tangible. 
 
The Matrix Reloaded opens on May 23.  The Matrix Revolutions opens in November. 

 
 

DVD Reviews 
 
Alien, Aliens, Alien 3: Alien Resurrection. 
Reviewed by John Salter 
 
One of the stories and films that I’ll never grow tired at is the Alien Trilogy.  Son when they brought it out 
on DVD I had to have them, even if it meant living on beans on toast for a month. 
 
Not only do these DVDs visually fill you to the brim with wonderment but they also show excellent, superb 
behind the scenes shots, interviews and a degree of the planning that went into producing these mouth 
watering stories.  The quality of both sound and vision is something that can only be witnessed.  Because 
good science fiction incorporates a lot of ‘visual feasts’ these DVDs will knock your socks off.# 
 
Poor old Ripley goes through these films better than ever before and l’ve honestly lost count at the number of 
times I’ve watched the video VHS format.  I didn’t think that DVDs could be ‘that much better’ but trust me 



they are – expensive (more beans) but better!  If you like ‘hard core’ science fiction’ especially with the 
lights off at night then you have to save up for this awesome collection, one at a time if need be. 
 
In my opinion this is science fiction at its best, with stories to match an outstanding  musical score.  Buy 
them, watch them, watch them again and again.  10/10  
 
Ghosts of Mars 
Reviewed by John Salter 
 
This was a film that I’d somehow managed to miss at the cinema probably because it was only on for about a 
week.  However, because it was a John Carpenter film, I was determined to get it when it came out.  The 
story revolves about the indigenous life on Mars being disturbed by human miners and then trying to rid the 
planet of them,  ‘It’s their planet.  We are the aliens’. 
 
This is a well drafted and constructed film and some of the SFX are excellent but it isn’t for the faint hearted.  
Filmed at a gypsum mine in India and shot entirely at night the atmosphere that’s been created is very good.  
Helping with the visual content is Natasha Henstridge formly of ‘Species’ which always helps to keep your 
interest.  Ice Cube plays her target, who is due to be escorted from custody be her police team.  Also in the 
cast is Jason Stathan (Snatch and Lock Stock) who plays ‘the bloke with the London accent’ that seems to be 
present in every American film these days. 
 
The thing that lets this film down is the way the ‘taken over humans’ behave.  They are more like the ‘All 
Blacks’ chanting before a game of rugby and are so annoying that you just want to jump into the TV and 
give Natasha a hand. 
 
Overall this is enjoyable and adds to the sci-fi collection.  It’s definitely worth watching/getting and I would 
recommend it. 7/10 
 
Soldier 
Reviewed by John Salter 
 
This film had little publicity when it came out and lots of people haven’t heard of it which I find hard to 
believe.  Kurt Russell plays the lead role and I think it’s one of his best characters.  Paul Anderson manages 
to create a nervy atmospheric, well-coordinated and brilliant crafted film.  If you saw Event Horizon and 
enjoyed it you’ll love this.   
 
Russell finds himself and his platoon out dated by bio-engineered soldiers who take over all active conflicts 
leaving the ‘old troops’ in a back up, behind the lines support role.   Kurt Russell has very little to say but 
because of the pace of the story he doesn’t need to.   
 
This is a very good addition to the collection and I would recommend it to anyone.  9/10 
 
 

MISSION REPORTS 
 

Retribution 
5 – 7 October 2002 
Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow 
Report by Mandy Tune 
 
We arrived safely at the Radisson about 1230.  As check-in wasn’t until 2pm we mooched about in the 
sunshine for an hour.  On our return the foyer was heaving so we joined the queue and by 5pm we had at last 
checked-in the hotel, collected our con packs and queued for a 3rd time to buy our photos. 
 
Jeri Ryan, who was going to be the main guest had to cry off and Levar Burton, who replaced her, couldn’t 
stay for the autograph sessions.  They had both signed photos that were on sell on a strictly first come first 
served basis.  They were also selling tickets for photos with the guests, two groups at £35 each we thought 



was a bit much so we gave them a miss.  After a quick nap we headed for the main downstairs hall for the 
“Night of Honour” disco.  Lots of Klingons getting drunk.  There is a barman forever scarred by the sight of 
me and 2 Klingons snarling at each other.  It was obviously his first encounter with Klingons. 
 
Saturday started early with the stewards meeting, closely followed by the Opening Ceremony.  Everyone 
appeared on stage and by the time everyone had said hello the stage, hall and upstairs were full.  Over the 
next 2 days we attended the talks by all the guests.  Robert O’Reilly and Jeff Coombes had to share an hour 
but instead of being on stage at the same time they split it.  I think being on together would have been 
funnier, although they were both very entertaining, as was everyone else. 
 
The dealer’s rooms were packed with all sorts of goodies and they were doing a roaring trade.  There was 
only one video room over the weekend but I didn’t seem to have time to go in and watch anything.  I was 
quite disappointed about that as I had heard so much about ‘End Game’ I wanted to see what it was all about.  
I expect I will have to wait for BBc2 to catch up.  Over the weekend ‘Broken Bow’ was shown half a dozen 
times and the hall was packed each time.  As it has already been reviewed I will just say that I thoroughly 
enjoyed it and was really glad to see that Scott Bakula is going to be a hands on tough guy kind of captain.  
More Kirk than Sisko, which is my idea of Star Trek.  I think this may well end up being the best series since 
Kisk punched his way through the final frontier.  I know I have only seen one episode but I haven’t been this 
enthused since the original series.  One major mistake, other than the timeline, was the theme tune.  What 
were they thinking?  It is dire.  Thank heaven for the mute button.  Saturday evening was the DC comics 
disco and there were many strange and exotic creations around.  Garratt Wang joined us on the dance floor 
for a while. 
 
Sunday came around and it was autograph time for me.  They had a great system.  We all had a letter and as 
they called your letter you went and queued with the 49 people with your letter.  The whole process took just 
30 minutes, the quickest line ever heard of.  As we were lounging in the foyer Elaine Chaytor, who was there 
for the day walked past.  The only other RAFSTA attendee.  She went off to enjoy the day while I gathered 
myself for my 1 hours steward duty.  Why when I’m on duty do all the problems start?  The hall was getting 
over full and we were told not to let anyone else in.  When the mob started to form the committee had to 
quickly reorganize everyone and pack everyone in.  Sunday night’s Halloween disco was quiet as a large 
number of people had gone but it was just as much fun. 
 
All in all I had a great time and am looking forward to the next one. 
End Report   
 
Star Trek: The Adventure & Star Trek: Nemesis 
Hyde Park, London. 2030111.6 
Report by Matt Oram 
 
A major Star Trek exhibition and a recently released new film. This was all the excuse needed to mount an 
expedition to London. And so it was that at some unearthly hour of Saturday morning I found myself at 
Halton, meeting up with Fran and Wally. By 0815 we had departed Wendover station and were on our way. 
Now as many of you will know, there are people who are “Morning people”, people who are definitely not 
“Morning people”, and then there’s me. Frankly I took some convincing that the sun would be turned on at 
that time on a Saturday, let alone that trains would be running! Still, this was to be a major Star Trek day so it 
had to be worth it, didn’t it… 
 
Upon arrival we headed to the Victory Services Club. This was to be our base of operations for the weekend, 
and was conveniently located around the corner from Hyde Park and the Exhibition. There we met up with 
Amy, Duncan, Anne & Wade, who had arrived in London the night before. Bags were deposited and we 
headed to Hyde Park. We got there about 0930, and so got to endure the morning cold until opening time 
(and it was cold!) Further additions to the away team at this point were Ian Rennie, Ady and Nita, and Elaine 
(plus Elaine’s friend who’s name I’ve forgotten, sorry!). And, some 15 minutes after people had started going 
in, Andy (problems with the London Shuttle fleet or something). 
 
Anyhow, finally we made it in. Upon entering we were greeted with some extremely convincing alien beings. 
They looked almost human and just about spoke our language, but something just wasn’t quite right about 
them. Fears for the security of the Federation were eased when I realised that they were in fact Australian. In 
fact I think the footage of England’s recent cricket tour down under, have had the crowds digitally added. 



Why do I think this? Because the entire population of Australia was working at ST: The Adventure. Ok, 
maybe not all of them, but it must have been close. Back to the story, as we went in we were offered “the 
Audio Tour”. This was a hand set that you held next to your ear as you walked round, and as you came to 
each exhibit it would play interesting information to increase your enjoyment of the exhibition. Or something 
like that. Fran’s response: “We probably know more than it could tell us already!”  
 
Inside the entry hall, large models of Starships hung from the ceiling and there were a selection of display 
cases and panels around the edge. After a cursory inspection of these we made our way into the main hall. 
This was large (but not huge). It contained lots of display cases of costumes, plus some models including the 
attack fighter from Nemesis (we shall come to Nemesis later). On top of this there was an area laid out like 
Quark’s Bar, the Armoury from Enterprise (in which Duncan swore you could feel the throb of the engines 
through the floor. I wasn’t convinced, but it was only 11 O’clock so I might just have not been awake 
enough!) and the bridge of the Enterprise NCC-1701. That I must admit was good. I challenge anyone who 
started watching Star Trek in the days before the Movies and TNG to see that and not pause for a moment. 
 

 
 
 
 
There was also a cafeteria selling extremely overpriced food & drinks (£3.50 for coffee and Danish Pastry!) 
And four full motion simulators. These were running a short space flight simulation, which was fairly 
entertaining in a bashed against the wall kind of a way. So, we took in all the costumes etc, looked at the 
models and sets, and last but not least got ripped off at the café. Then however it was time for the highlight 
of the exhibition, “The Enterprise Experience”. Upon entering we found ourselves in the Engine room of the 
Enterprise D. I was passing comment on the fact that none of the panels were lit up, only to find that after a 
brief introduction all the lights came on. It was quite effective, and I have to say being something of a techie 
this was probably my favourite bit. Then steam started to come out of the Warp Core, and alarms sounded. 
Next thing we were being ushered out of Engineering and along a corridor by some half-hearted antipodeans 
who had obviously done it 300 times too many! We came to a turbo lift (whatever happened to not using lifts 
during fires and emergencies!) and went inside (yes, you guessed, it was quite a large turbo lift). Moving 
lights on the inside gave a slight sense of motion and then the doors opened (you guessed again, the door 
on the other side of the lift to the one we came in through, Don’t remember many two door lifts on the 
show…) and we were on the bridge. Again this was pretty well done, and there was a strange feeling about 
being stood there. 
 

RAFSTA at The Adventure 



The main screen came on and showed that we were in the midst of a battle with a Borg cube. The edge was 
rather taken off the whole thing due to it being narrated by a couple of poor quality (though I daresay cheap) 
actors, which did make it all seem a bit cheesy. However to be fair it was good fun none the less. Once this 
finishes you leave the exhibition via the obligatory gift shop (several hundred different Teddy bears and logo 
emblazoned garments), and an area with people trying to sell you the latest Trek computer games. Most 
amusing amongst these was a guy trying to sell Smart Cards and readers that unlocked an encrypted web 
site. I have to say I couldn’t help myself at this point, and childish though it may have been I agreed to let him 
give me a demo (for those not in the know Smart Cards, and their related encryption is one of the things I 
play with at work). I asked a few questions to which the poor guy responded “I’m not sure you’re appreciating 
how these things work”. Well what could I do, but explain exactly how they work to him. Actually he got off 
lightly as it was almost time for the film!  
 
And so we come to Nemesis. I have to say that I was looking forward to seeing this. The trailer looked great, 
the making of show on Sky looked good and all the stills in the various Sci-Fi mags looked top. After all this 
was an even numbered film, it had to be great didn’t it? Some would’ve been concerned by Ady and Nita 
going shopping and planning to meet us later, because they’d seen it and didn’t feel it rated a second 
viewing. But not me, this was going to be great. 
 
We made our way to the cinema and queued to go in. A poster on the wall offered the opportunity to bid for a 
genuine Elijah Wood thumbprint. Bids upward of £250 were being accepted. Blimey I thought, I mean he 
wasn’t bad in that Denise Crosby film about the asteroid but what else has he been in? (NB if anyone is in 
the slightest bit unclear, that last sentence was deliberately ironic!) We stocked up on food and drinks and in 
we went. Actually, quick aside before getting onto the film. The cinema was organised in a totally bizarre 
manner. After going up an elevator from the box office to the first floor where the screens and food etc was, if 
you wanted the toilets you had to walk down umpteen stairs back to the ground floor. A minor point, but I 
wasn’t impressed. Which was an uncanny portent of things to come… 
 
I quite enjoyed Nemesis, well I say enjoyed I actually tolerated it. Well I say tolerated it, given the choice of 
watching it again or spraying myself in the face with bleach it would take me a while to decide. In fact I think 
I’d rather watch every episode of Voyage back to back than sit through Nemesis again. No hang on, let’s not 
get carried away. The bleach would be a close call but it was certainly better than Voyager. I guess in 
summary I was just disappointed with the film (much as Hitler was disappointed with the outcome of World 
War 2). 
 
So I hear you cry (pauses for dramatic effect), what was wrong with it. Well I’m afraid I had two problems 
with this film. Firstly I thought it just didn’t feel like Star Trek. In the same way that the original Motion Picture 
just wasn’t Trek even though it had all the elements, for me Nemesis just wasn’t TNG. Whether it was the 
director, the fact they’d had four years off since the last one or what I don’t know. Secondly the plot was utter 
tosh, and filled with some of the most outrageous holes ever committed to celluloid. From the scene in the 
Romulan Senate “If you’ll excuse me I’ve got a meeting with the Tholian Ambassador. Oh, is it OK if I leave 
my Bomb that I’ve been nervously fidgeting with for the last half hour. Cheers.” Via the dodgy Mad Max rip 
off beach buggy chase (It’s the 24th Century, why are they wearing School Safety Glasses? Why! Do Oakley 
go bust sometime in the next 200 years?) with pop-up laser cannon. Why does it pop-up, there is no reason 
for it. The tackiest effect since that damn joystick in Insurrection. From there on things really get going. Early 
pre-data Android prototype, Mmmh well it should be safe, after all there’s no reason to think otherwise. Well 
apart from Lore obviously, do these people learn nothing. Has Admiral Janeway been training the rest of the 
fleet down to the level of Voyager’s crew? In fact while we’re on the subject, Admiral Janeway. You have got 
to be f#@*$ng kidding! Mind you she didn’t appear to be behind a desk, probably managed to lose that. I 
could go on, but frankly what’s the point. 
 
A number of my fellow club members rather enjoyed the film, and before you ask they were watching the 
same one. In fact one (Fran if I recall correctly) went as far as to say “who notices plot holes when you’re 
being that entertained! So maybe it’s just me, and some of the others, and most film critics, and the movie 
going public who’ve stayed away… I read on one of the Trek newsgroups today that Patrick Stewart was 
disappointed with the reception that Nemesis has received, and blames it in part on the way the world is 
now, with the war on terror etc. Let me help you out there Patrick old bean. Nemesis has had a disappointing 
reception because it’s sh*te. It also supported my theory that had it not been for Ridley Scott and a massive 
effects budget Gladiator would’ve bombed (for those of you who didn’t know it was written by the same guy). 
 
Suffering from a serious attack of anti-climax we headed back to the Victory services club and too the bar. 
We partook of several beers before heading off to Pizza hut for some food. That done it was off on a 
mammoth pub crawl of London. Various bars were visited and beers consumed. Eventually we arrived back 
at the club, and stacked the table in preparation for the bar closing. From there on in it all becomes 



something of a blur. Apparently Wally and I had a fight (good natured obviously) outside a kebab house, but I 
certainly can’t remember it. Suffice it to say that Sunday was subdued, with a long chill out in the Victory 
Services club lounge before heading home. 
 
To conclude, Star Trek: The Adventure wasn’t bad and Nemesis was awful. However in true RAFSTA form 
we had a good time and many beers were sunk. Roll on the next event. 
 
 
The Star Trek Adventure 
Report by Suzanne Upham 
 
Well, for just under £20 I had very high hopes, value for money and all that. 
 
Got there about 1.30pm.  Probably the worse time to go but never mind.  Arriving at Hyde Park I was 
confronted with a large white tent.  Not very impressive but it is only the outside.  I have to be less critical.  
We were allowed in half an hour before our ticket time so hopeful that that means the crowds are not too big.  
Nearly bought a souvenir book until I heard the words £9.99.  Also had to take out a mortgage to leave your 
coat and bag in the cloakroom so kept them with me in the well heated room. 
 
Walking in you were confronted with the chair and desk of Patrick…. Sorry captain Picard.  Then further in, 
the uniform of Captain Picard from the episodes and Nemesis, his restraints from Nemesis, the escape vessel 
he sat in and some pictures of him.  Oh and of course there are other Star Trek things, a few weapons here a 
few costumes there, some drawings of the ships, a part of Quark’s Bar, a big gold head of Nagus and some 
rubber masks.  In amongst all this and the hordes of people there is a part just for Gene Roddenberry, his life 
history etc.  That was really nice.  After looking at everything through glass we joined the queue for the 
simulator.  That was quite fun, the staff were slightly strange though.  It was my friend’s first time on a 
simulator and I got the impression she was rather impressed.  You really do have to like the person you are 
sat next to.  Despite your best efforts there is plenty of physical contact. 
 
Then we began the long, dangerous mission of trying to leave.  It took nearly ten minutes just to find the end 
of the queue.  At one stage we were stuck behind people who were merely examining a costume in a cabinet.  
Then once again we found the end of the queue.  Forty-five minutes later and we made it to the front.  But it 
was certainly worth the wait.  Why? You may be asking yourself.  Well I got to touch the chair the sexiest 
man in the world has sat, sweat and probably farted on.  I don’t care if it wasn’t the real one, that is the story 
I tell the non-visitors. 
 
All in all worth the visit.  Don’t expect anything amazing but just remember that chair.  PS Does anyone 
have a decnt picture of the whole bridge from the front?  Thanks 
 
I could do a report of the film also but we all know what it would say.  I just hope that the next one will be 
worth taking the time to write more than :- crap and why didn’t they kill Data properly so he can NEVER 
EVER come back, ever.  But didn’t the Captain look extra sexy, yum yum. 
Report Ends   
 
 
Star Trek: The Adventure 
Reported by Mandy Tune 
 
I arrived at Marble Arch tube station to find not a single notice to tell me which exit I needed to get to 
Speakers Corner.  I accosted the man in the ticket office and he had obviously been asked this before 
because I had hardly opened my mouth before he told me it was exit 4.  Maybe he recognized the uniform.  
So on the coldest day of the year so far, there I was at the entrance to the marquee that housed the 
Adventure.  Much to my amazement there was no queue and I walked straight in.  Checking my coat at the 
cloakroom, the man on the door had said it was very ell heated and I must say he was right.  I purchased my 
souvenir brochure and at £9.99 was the most expensive brochure I had ever bought.  It is large, glossy and 
full of photos and facts from all the series and films.  Then I hired an audio tour as we were told that there 
were no details on any of the exhibits.  If any of the items on show had labels they were very basic.  The 
audio guide provided a few more details in the most annoying American accent. 
 



The starting point is Earthbase Ops with many screens and buttons and notices that say ‘Please do not 
touch’.  Surreptitiously pressing a button I was most disappointed to find that nothing happened, not even a 
light came on.  There were many models of the various ships hanging from the ceiling, these were the 
original ones used in the filming of the series over the early years before the advent of CGI.  There were also 
many flags and banners from various worlds hanging down. 
 
The next area is devoted to the new film Nemesis, dominating the floor space is the shuttle Capt Picard flies 
through the Scimitar.  I was surprised at how small it was in real life as compared to how it appeared on 
screen.  The Armoury from NX-1 called to me next.  Here there is a two storey display of torpedoes and 
various view screens and work stations as in Enterprise.  The most populated display was the bridge from 
NCC1701, the blurb says’ it’s the original set but they had squashed it into a small set and you didn’t get the 
full effect.  This however didn’t stop me starring at it for a good 15 mins imagining Kirk, Spock et al going 
about their duties.  I was sorry you were not allowed to actually go on to this display but being the original, I 
expect it is too valuable.  The transporter room from NCC1701D was there and you could have your photo 
taken with Worf.  As well as this you could also be photographed with Kirk and Spock emerging from the 
Guardian of Forever.  The walls and every inch of space available was full of cases of pros and costumes 
and it was great to see all the real things and being able to place them in their episodes and films. 
 
There was a ride inside the marquee.     Four shuttles were available to ride through an ion storm.  As it 
looked a bit violent I decided to give this one a miss.  The Mess Hall from the 1701D provided hot and cold 
snacks and drinks.  Quarks Bar was open to wander through and Morn was there, though only in latex form. 
 
The exit was through ‘The Experience’, entering 1701D’s engineering dept, we were treat3ed to an attack, 
which produced flashing lights and the room filled with smoke as the computer and various other voices, 
none of them the original, gave various details of what was happening.  Then it was into a turbo lift for a 
bumpy ride to the bridge.  Here we watched an attack by the Borg on the fleet.  After we came to the rescue 
and destroyed the cube we were led out through another café bar area.  Then straight into the shop to 
spend, spend, spend. 
 
The area covered by the marquee was smaller than expected but was packed with hundreds of props and 
costumes, data screens giving details of how costumes, sets and make up was developed and made up.  It 
was a great exhibition and I wouldn’t have missed it for the world.  I was especially lucky as my local BBC 
radio station gave me the ticket so that I could review it for them on air the next day. 
 
An excellent adventure and I hope many of you managed to see it. 
 
 

HG Wells The Father of Science Fiction 
 
By Amy-Fiona Kavanagh 
 
If there is a person in the Western Hemisphere who has not heard of 
HG Wells and his remarkable works of science fiction literature, then 
they must be living under a rock with mud stuffed in their ears. 
Wells was a prolific writer who, over the course of his life, authored 
an impressive 100 books on a variety of subjects, 57 of which were 
novels. These included science fiction, political treatises, prophetic 
novels, short stories and works of social history.  A century later, this 
nineteenth century author is still widely read and a source of 
dramatic inspiration to film-makers. His novels are among the 
classical works of Science Fiction. 
 
Herbert George (‘Bertie’) Wells was born the son of a professional 
cricketeer and a domestic servant on 21st September 1866 in 
Bromley, Kent.  It is interesting to note that Wells shares his 
birthplace with British Socialism and was always more than happy to 
celebrate the association. It was from these humble origins that HG 
Wells rose to become one of the most well loved authors of the last 
century. ‘Bertie’ was educated at a dame school in Bromley and 
later, at St. Thomas Morley’s Academy.  Eventually, Wells won a 



scholarship to the Normal School of Science. He was a gifted student, but his interest in Journalism and 
politics led him to fail his exams in 1887.  Many students today follow this example, the only difference 
being that journalism and politics have been replaced as distractions by beer and partying. Perhaps the story 
of Wells’ success in spite of his academic failure can only serve to inspire as much as his writings do. As a 
child, Wells broke his hip. This injury limited his physical and sporting activities for the rest of his life and 
was the sole reason that he became a voracious reader.  Throughout his youth HG Wells observed the 
injustices done to his mother and father. These were things such as the exertions of childbirth and the 
financial hardship of their social position. In his mind, the ‘Gentleman’ became a parasite and he turned to 
socialist modes of thought. 
 
Most of us have, at one time or another, worked in a job that we have hated. Wells was no exception. In his 
youth, he found himself apprenticed to a Draper.  Such was his hatred for this position and its’ inherent 
servitude that, in August 1883, he walked seventeen miles. His sole purpose in this endeavour was to tell his 
beloved mother that he could endure the drudgery of his apprenticeship no longer. His resentment turned to: 
 
“the social and religious organisations responsible for me that had allowed me to be thrust into the hopeless 
drudgery of a shop, ignorant, misinformed, undernourished and physically underdeveloped without warning 
and guidance at the age of thirteen”. 
 
 Happily for Wells, the cards of the situation fell in his favour. In nineteenth century England, it would have 
been all too easy for the opposite to happen. He had won the chance to continue the self-education that he 
had begun as a child with a broken hip. Part of this was the opportunity he took to read Plato’s “Republic” 
for the second time and, this time, he read it more attentively. Consequently, he found great inspiration in the 
Great Philosopher’s words.  In 1883, following this sharp turnabout in the fortunes of the young Bertie 
Wells, he managed to get a place as an assistant Master (teacher) at Midhurst Grammar School. It was at this 
time that he won the aforementioned place at the Normal School of Science (now known as Imperial 
College]. After failing his third year exams in 1887, he became a teacher, finally taking his BSc with first 
class honours in Zoology in 1890.  Against all the odds, HG Wells had escaped from the penitential life on 
the Draper’s shop floor. Even more remarkable is the fact that he earned himself a first class scientific 
training in the process.  
 
As we have seen, ‘Bertie’ had once been the victim of a disabling accident in his youth. However, another 
accident on the football field and several subsequent collapses resulted in him being confined to his sick bed 
and unable to earn a living through teaching. As a result of this, he began to look more and more to his 
writing than ever before. It was by no means an easy calling and he had to try repeatedly before a publisher 
accepted his first paper. After this, what to write and how to write it became the dominant pressure upon 
him. Like many would-be writers, Wells made a succession of false starts and quickly accumulated a 
prodigious collection of rejection slips.  From 1893, Wells became a full time writer and was rewarded the 
following year by the publication of his short story “The Stolen Bacillus”.  Less than two years after turning 
to writing as a career, Wells made his debut as a novelist. The novella in question was “The Time Machine”.  
Like many writers and television producers since, HG Wells used the setting of his novel as a disguised 
commentary; even parody of English class divisions.  Even Gene Roddenberry and his successors used this 
technique on several occasions. “The Time Machine” was the embodiment of its’ author’s fascination with 
technological change and the potential of recorded human history. The novel went on to become one of the 
most instant successes in publishing history.  The fact that the book is still in print, read and enjoyed today is 
a testament to the timeless appeal of Wells’ imagination. Wells was the victim of several bouts of mental 
breakdown, but between these, he managed to produce a remarkable series of novels; all of which used 
science to dramatise human development. We now know these books as some of the greatest works of 
Science Fiction that have ever been written. They were written before such a term had even been conceived; 
“The Island of Doctor Moreau” (1896); “The Invisible Man” (1897); “The War of the Worlds” (1898); and 
“The First Men in the Moon” (1901) were known to their first audiences as ‘Scientific Romances’. As it was, 
the publication of “The Time Machine” ended Wells’ financial worries. After that, editors were chasing him; 
not the other way around. 
 
The experiences of the young HG Wells had a profound impact upon his political philosophy in later years. 
Wells believed that men and women could and, indeed WOULD learn from a true knowledge of their 
history, more effective and pertinent lessons for life than anything that was “prescribed in the rudimentary 



exercises of religion and other myths”.  He had a passionate concern for society and a dedication to social 
reform through education; a dedication and concern which, in 1903, led him to join the Fabian Society. The 
Fabian Society was a Socialist educationalist organisation that advocated social change in Britain through the 
process of democratic reform. Wells soon quarrelled with the leaders of this group and later parodied them in 
1911 with “The New Machiavelli”.  He was a political philosopher and, unusually for men of his generation, 
he was an advocate of greater sexual freedom for women.  Although, perhaps in light of his appetite for 
female companionship, we should not really be surprised by this fact.  The most repeated theme that the 
reader may find in the works of HG Wells (since 1918) is the certainty of the writer that the twentieth 
century would fast develop into a race between education and catastrophe.  He had also become frightened 
by his observations of British Imperialism in action in Oceania and the Indian sub-continent. Wells felt that 
such old nationalisms were likely to take possession of the new world that was emerging at the turn of the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  However, if Wells held a contempt for the rule of the sword, he had also 
long since been impressed by the obvious deficiencies of the democratic American Society; particularly the 
self centred conviction that the US represented some form of Social Superiority over its’ global neighbours. 
 
Although the novels of HG Wells were and, still are hugely entertaining, their author was somewhat of a 
prophet. He attempted to pave the way for a wiser attitude about the future of humanity. In some ways, he 
was years ahead, even of our time. The cautions that were made by Wells at the end of the nineteenth century 
are barely being realised over a century later. His stories were often of lower middle class characters, 
inspired by his own experiences.  Using this backdrop to provide an element of realism, Wells was able to 
comment on the present and the future evolution of society. He had a knack of being able to anticipate 
scientific developments with some unnerving accuracy. In 1901, Wells published a political treatise entitled 
“Anticipation”; which predicted a future shaped by Eugenics. Horrifically enough, this prediction was almost 
fulfilled in Europe a mere thirty-five years later by the Nazi Party. Another prophetic publication was “The 
World Set Free”, written in 1914. Here Wells predicted the splitting of the atom and won for himself the 
status of a popular prophet. 
 
HG Wells was no Don Juan. In fact his mistresses more readily discarded him than he discarded them. There 
were many mistresses, as the author had a number of extra marital affairs during his life. These love affairs 
were conducted in the spirit of experiment, for Wells simply could not visualise himself as a man who might 
be attractive to women.  In addition, some of these affairs impacted upon his writings and to the point that 
much of Wells’ stories present powerful arguments against life long monogamous relations.  In 1891, Bertie 
married his cousin Isabelle. The happy union lasted just three years before Wells abandoned his wife in 
favour of a student; Amy Catherine Robbins; whom he married in 1895.  For reasons known only to him, 
Wells insisted that his wife be henceforth known as ‘Jane’. The marriage was somewhat more successful 
than the first had been, as it lasted until Jane’s death in 1927.  Throughout his life, HG Wells remained 
profoundly influenced by his childhood experiences and his relationship with his parents. 
 
In later years, especially following the death of Jane, Wells’ writings became increasingly pessimistic. He 
continued to write prophetic stories that have turned out to be un-nervingly accurate. An example of this is 
the novel “The Shape of Things to Come”. Published in 1933 (the same year that saw Hitler appointed 
Chancellor of the Reichstag), the book predicted a global conflict that would begin before the decade was 
out; specifically, 1939.  It must certainly have been dispiriting for him to return from his tour of Australia in 
the Summer of 1939 and find himself facing certain war, the fulfilment of his own prophecy and what must 
have seemed like the end of the world.  As he aged, Wells fell victim to emphysema and diabetes. He also 
seemed to harbour a growing fear that the end of everything was imminent. This fear was expressed in not 
only the content of his final book, but also in the bold statement of the title. “Mind at the End of its’ Tether” 
was published in 1945 and argued that: 
 
‘…the end of everything we call life is close at hand and cannot be evaded’. 
 
Certainly, if he did not believe that the world was about to end, then he knew that his own life was nearing 
its’ end. For the last time, he was right. HG Wells passed away a mere two years later on 13th August 1946.  
Throughout his life, he remained a servant of truth, a champion of the oppressed and the most remarkable 
prophet that Britain has known in modern times. 
 



HG Wells was not just the first person to write about the topics that later became known as Science Fiction. 
Many of his prophecies seem almost to have come from the realm of Sci-Fi themselves. He was an upstart 
who fought his way to wealth and fame, scratching for every inch of the path. HG Wells won himself 
immortality of a sort. Many of his books are still in print, his vivid imagination has inspired Motion Picture 
directors, television producers and many of the authors who are known and loved in the science fiction 
community today. In fact, not only his he an inspiration to others in terms of his ideas; his methods and 
philosophy still live on today. So, the next time you visit your local cinema for the latest of this year’s many 
Sci Fi blockbusters, spare a moment during the opening credits to remember the frail, ill-educated young 
man, who, in less than a decade made a permanent impact on the world of literature and, indirectly inspired 
many a Scientist; HG Wells, the Father of Science Fiction. 
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